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! Congressional Research Service, “The Allied Democratic Forces, an Islamic State Affiliate in the Democratic Republic of Congo”, 1

September 2022, https: / /www.congress.gov / crs-product /IF12206; Sunguta West, “The Rise of ADF-NALU in Central Africa and Its

Connections with al-Shabaab”, 1 September 2015, Jamestown, Volume 13, Issue 1, https:/ / tinyurl.com /4a97x9ku

% Congressional Research Service, “The Allied Democratic Forces, an Islamic State Affiliate in the Democratic Republic of Congo” (previously
cited); Tara Candland and others, “The Rising Threat to Central Africa :The 2021 Transformation of the Islamic State’s Congolese Branch”,
June 2022, CTC Sentinel, Volume 15, Issue 6, https:/ / tinyurl.com / 3xcw2dxr, p. 38; Halkano A. Wario, “Countering Daesh /ADF in
Democratic Republic of Congo and Uganda”, March-April 2023, The Horn Bulletin, Volume 5, Issue 2, https:/ /tinyurl.com/49mu2xzv, p.3.

* Sunguta West, “The Rise of ADF-NALU in Central Africa and Its Connections with al-Shabaab” (previously cited); Congressional Research
Service, “The Allied Democratic Forces, an Islamic State Affiliate in the Democratic Republic of Congo” (prevlously c1ted) Halkano A. Wario,
“Countering Daesh / ADF in Democratic Republic of Congo and Uganda” (previously cited), p. 4 .

4 Andrew McGregor, “Congolese Forces Take the Offensive Against Uganda’s ADF-NALU Militants”, 20 March 2014, Jamestown, Volume
12, Issue 6, https://tinyurl.com/yv7858v9; Tara Candland and others, “The Rising Threat to Central Africa” (previously cited (

5 Congressional Research Service, “The Allied Democratic Forces, an Islamic State Affiliate in the Democratic Republic of Congo” (previously
cited); Tara Candland and others, “The Rising Threat to Central Africa” (previously cited) .
© Tara Candland and others, “The Rising Threat to Central Africa” (previously cited); Jared Thompson, “Examining Extremism :Allied

Democratic Forces”, 29 July 2021, Center for Strategic and International Studies, https:/ / tinyurl.com / mvt54pxp
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George Washington Program on Extremism, The Islamic State in Congo, 1 March 2021, https: / / tinyurl.com / 3vrvk3db; Tara Candland and

others, “The Rising Threat to Central Africa” (previously cited); Ryan O’Farrell and others, “Clerics in the Congo :Understanding the
Ideology of the Islamic State in Central Africa”, 11 April 2024, Hudson Institute, https: / /tinyurl.com/nyyypSf
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'% See, for example, Amnesty International, DRC :Justice and Freedoms Under Siege in North-Kivu and Ituri (Index :AFR 62/5495/2022),
10 May 2022, https: / /www.amnesty.org /en/documents /afr62/5495/2022 /en |

'3 Al Jazeera, “DRC declares ‘state of siege’ in violence-hit eastern provinces”, 1 May 2021, https: / / tinyurl.com / ydknhum3; Reuters, “DR

Congo declares state of siege over eastern bloodshed”, 1 May 2021, https:/ /tinyurl.com/hsnnr97t .See also Amnesty International, DRC :
Justice and Freedoms Under Siege in North-Kivu and Ituri (previously cited).
4 Tara Candland and others, “The Rising Threat to Central Africa” (previously cited), p.41.
15 See, for example, Congo Research Group and Ebuteli, Uganda’s Operation Shujaa in the DRC :Fighting the ADF or Securing Economic
Interests, 14 June 2022, https: / / tinyurl.com / 54bpufx7
& VLS 3 Tialyie Loplatil ool pads B35 Olael & Y] 1l sasll equnll g midd aly duidsly 53550 o Uglall Slilaill o Al (o, Daleall oia ol
2021 S o 35 [ sadsd

Tara Candland and others, “The Rising Threat to Central Africa” (previously cited), p.41.
a3, Baasll e.dl da439 2024 YW (518 ) raniss 27 cdubs/sdasal] 5i5oSH & pgany ied] oyl G il Sal) Chuntio i3 s A Gas8 (JBL Juw Je o laa) 10
i .83,44ll $/2024/969
17 See, for example, Ebuteli and Congo Research Group, Survive and Kill :The ADF’s Incursion into the Territories of Irumu, Mambasa, and
Lubero, 28 January 2026, https: / / tinyurl.com /yck4zsrs (in French);
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18 See, for example, Amnesty In{ernational, “They Said We Would Die :”"M23 and Wazalendo Abuses in Eastern Congo (Index :AFR
62/0145/2025), 20 August 2025, https<//www.amnesty.org/en/documents/afr62/0145/2025/en
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.2025 ale JY3 delaal Lguii g_'d| Slangdl Lolua g Glad Jnsills - GI)JllL.AjJI - QB Ladll (5 529 . 118-116 wladinll
21 See, for example, International Crisis Group, “Deadly escalation by Ugandan ADF rebels in eastern DRC”, 12 September 2025,
https: / / tinyurl.com / ywpw4xdk; ACLED, As M23 Rebels Take Hold of Eastern Congo, the Islamic State Is Capitalizing on the Chaos, 18 June

2025, https:/ /tinyurl.com/ye9sp2v9
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Caleb Weiss and Ryan O’Farrell, “The Islamic State’s war on Christians in Congo”, 12 December 2025, FDD’s Long War Journal,
https: / /tinyurl.com/SXr9pkmn

** See, for example, Caleb Weiss and Ryan O’Farrell, “The Islamic State’s war on Christians in Congo” (previously cited).
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Ryan O’Farrell and others, “Clerics in the Congo :Understanding the Ideology of the Islamic State in Central Africa” (previously cited).
25 See, for example, UN Refugee Agency UNHCR, “DRC situation overview — Global appeal 2026”, 26 January 2026,
https: / /tinyurl.com / 54pty8vs
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% Insecurity Insight, DRC Monitoring Brief — Spotlight on :Allied Democratic Forces (ADF), April 2025, https: / / tinyurl.com / 3brvmu3e .
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3! Integrated Food Security Phase Classification, Democratic Republic of the Cong;) :Acute Food Insecuri.ty Situation for September -
December 2025 and Projection for January - June 2026, https://tinyurl.com/bddfhftd (accessed on 30 March 2026); World Food
Programme, “WFP, FAO call for urgent action as hunger deepens in DRC”, 29 October 2025, https:/ / tinyurl.com / 3xcvk759
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African Union, OAU /AU Treaties, Conventions, Protocols & Charters, https: / /au.int/en/treaties /1164 (accessed on 30 March 2026).

33 International Criminal Court (ICC), Situation in the Democratic Republic of Congo, https://www.icc-cpi.int/drc (accessed on 30 March
2026).
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ICC, Situation in the Democratic Republic of Congo, https:/ /www.icc-cpi.int/drc (accessed on 30 March 2026).

35 ICC, Situation in the Democratic Republic of Congo, https: / /www.icc-cpi.int/drc (accessed on 30 March 2026).
3 NYU Law, Overview of the Legal System of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) and Research, January / February 2025,

https: / / tinyurl.com / mumueaxt (accessed on 30 March 2026); Organization for the Study of Treaty Law, Navigating International

Commitments :How the Democratic Republic of the Congo Engages in Treaties Under Its Constitution and Existing Conventions,

https: / / tinyurl.com / mttwykxx; Democratic Republic of Congo, Constitution, 2005 (revised 2011), Article 215 (an unofficial English

translation is available at https: / / tinyurl.com /rfvdedks) .

37 DRC, Constitution, 2005 (revised 2011), Articles 214 and 216 .

% See DRC, Constitution, 2005 (revised 2011), Article 156 .

3 DRC, Loi 023 /2002 portant Code judiciaire militaire [Military Justice Code], 2002, available at https:/ /tinyurl.com / 5xfc94xz (in
French); DRC, Loi 024 /2002 portant Code pénal militaire [Military Criminal Code], 2002, available at https: / / tinyurl.com / 2drdj9vb (in
French) .

“*DRC, Loi 13/011-B portant organisation, fonctionnement et compétences des juridictions de I'ordre judiciaire [Law 13/011-B concerning

the organization, operation and jurisdiction of the courts of the judicial system], 2013, available at https:/ / tinyurl.com / jstkrcde (in French),

Article 91; DRC, Loi 15/022 modifiant et complétant le Décret du 30 janvier 1940 portant Code pénal [Law 15/022 amending and
supplementing the Decree of 30 January 1940 on the Criminal Code], 2015, available at https: / / tinyurl.com / 3w9c9epa (in French); DRC,
Loi 15/023 modifiant la Loi 024-2002 du 18 novembre 2002 portant Code pénal militaire [Law 15/023 amending Law 024-2002 of 18
November 2002 on the Military Criminal Code], 2015, available at https: / / tinyurl.com / j9h4xrdb (in French).
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41 See, for example, TRIAL International, “DRC :Kasai-Central Court convicts militiaman of crimes against humanity”, 6 September 2023,

https: / / tinyurl.com / bdhabns3; Derek Inman and Pacifique Muhindo Magadju, “Prosecuting international crimes in the Democratic Republic

of the Congo :Using victim participation as a tool to enhance the rule of law and to tackle impunity”, 2018, African Human Rights Law
Journal, Volume 18, Issue 1, https: //tinyurl.com/yt9bkbez, fn ;87 MONUSCO and the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
(OHCHR) , Accountability for Human Rights Violations and Abuses in the DRC :Achievements, Challenges and Way forward ( 1 January 2014

- 31 March 2016), 30 October 2016, https:/ / tinyurl.com /zbju2ttj, para. 36; Global Survivors Fund, “Country briefing :The Democratic
Republic of Congo”, September 2025, https: / / tinyurl.com /8et587st, p. 5 .

42 UpRights and TRIAL International, The Congolese Justice System and Crimes against the Peace and Security of Mankind :Progress,
Challenges and Prospects, 1 April 2025, https: / / tinyurl.com /yppjyvmu (in French), para. 301 .
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See also TV5 Monde, “DR Congo :Tribute to the victims of the ADF”, 20 November 2025, https: / / tinyurl.com / 328mfaxf (in French); Anadolu Agency, “Patients

among nearly 30 killed in rebel attack in eastern DR Congo”, 18 November 2025, https://tinyurLcom/ 2m3yr9ax

5 UN, “Statement attributable to the Spokesperson for the Secretary-General — on ADF attacks against civilians in Lubero territory”, 22 November 2025,

https: / /tinyurl.com [ 4w2xc7y7
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See also Presse Actu, “Lubero :Three civilians killed in a new brutal attack attributed to the ADF in Byambwe”, 14 January 2026, https: / /tinyurl.com / 2m8zvrud
(in French); International Christian Concern, “9 killed, several abducted in latest ADF attack”, 20 January 2026, https:/ /tinyurl.com/3puph3nv
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Jonathan Matusitz and Doris Wesley, “Case Study :The ADF’s Digital Media”, Jihad in Sub-Saharan Africa :The Role of Digital Media, 2024, pp. 209-228; Caleb
Weiss and Ryan O’Farrell, “Media Matters :How Operation Shujaa Degraded the Islamic State’s Congolese Propaganda Output”, March 2024, CTC Sentinel,
Volume 17, Issue 3, https: / / tinyurl.com / 489s9z3w, pp.19-21; George Washington Program on Extremism, The Islamic State in Congo (previously cited); Caleb
Weiss and Ryan O’Farrell, “The Islamic State’s war on Christians in Congo” (previously cited).
12025 I o 5 ) eadss 13 Ll daad s Allas
%1 See, for example, Amnesty International, “Persons with disabilities in situations of risk and humanitarian emergencies-:Submission to the Committee on the
Rights of Persons with Disabilities on Article 11” (Index :IOR 40/6454/2023), 13 March 2023,
https: / /www.amnesty.org/en /documents /ior40 /6454 / 2023 / en; Amnesty International, “Older persons in armed conflict and peacebuilding :Submission to the
Independent Expert on the enjoyment of all human rights by older persons” (Index :IOR 40/9188/ 2025), 28 March 2025,
https: / /www.amnesty.org/en/documents /ior40 /9188 /2025 /en
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Kivu Morning Post, “Beni :At least 4 dead and extensive damage in an ADF attack in Mbau”, 15 September 2025, https: / / tinyurl.com /e5m7nsu3 (in French);

Kivu Morning Post, “DRC :ADF attack near the military governor’s residence in Beni, attack and sabotage”, 16 September 2025, https://tinyurLcom/ijZQth

(in French); International Christian Concern, “Mbau village latest ADF target in eastern DRC”, 17 September 2025, https: / /tinyurl.com / abf3pk65
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“ Death toll from 2 attacks by Islamic State-affiliated rebels in Congo climbs to 89”, 10 September 2025, https://tinyurl4com/4rx2wnyz; Xinhua, “Over 80 killed

in ADF rebel attack in eastern DR Congo: local official”, 9 September 2025, hllps://linyurl.com/y3d26[86; AFP, “DR Congo survivors of IS-linked massacre say

army, govt let them down”, 11 September 2025, htlps:/ /linyurl4com/yeyk2y7w; TV5 Monde, “DRC :New massacre attributed to the ADF”, 10 September 2025,

https: / /tinyurl.com / 4jwvh2pe
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8 Radio Okapi, “Security crisis in Beni: at least nine dead and houses burned down in an ADF attack”, 17 August 2025, https: //tinyurl.com/Sfe4h56n (in

French); Radio Moto Oicha, “Beni :An ADF attack leaves 9 dead, including three burned alive in houses in Oicha!”, 17 August 2025,

https.//tmyurLcom/27b58e5r (m French), Agence Congolaise de Presse, “ADF incursion into Beni: the Congolese army determined to annihilate the terrorists”,

18 August 2025, https: / /tinyurl.com / 2b2mnzdt (in French); RFI, “Eastern DRC :New massacre of civilians attributed to ADF rebels in North Kivu”, 18 August

2025, https: / /tinyurl.com / yuy2jtnv (in French) .
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8 Radio Okapi, “Ituri: 4 villages emptied of their inhabitants following the ADF attack on the ‘Cinquantenaire’ mining si{e", 17 October 2025,‘

https: / /tinyurl.com [ ycv2y92s (in French); Mines, “Ituri :ADF attacks mining site in Mambasa, several villages targeted”, 18 October 2025,

hllps://linyurl4c0m/mpcr9l’ph (in French); Congo Rassure, “Ituri :ADF rebel movements reported around Mayuwano and Téturi; population urged to remain

vigilant”, 16 October 2025, https: / /tinyurl.com / 2dyxxr9v (in French) .
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Bunia Actualité, “Komanda massacre :Military court convicts two officers for violating orders”, 15 October 2025, https://tinyurLcom/SGQrwnwh (in French);

RTVH, “Ituri :ADF attack in Komanda, two police and army officers sentenced to 8 and 20 years in prison” 16 October 2025, https://tinyurl.com/ZshSzhvr (in

French); Radio Canal Révélation, “Ituri :Military court rules in Komanda massacre case”, 15 October 2025, https: / /tinyurl.com / 4m8e22ak (in French);

Hapamedia, “Ituri :A FARDC colonel sentenced for negligence in the Komanda massacre”, 16 October, 2025, https: / / tinyurl.com /ywb5vfdz (in French) .
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19 UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), “DR Congo :Humanitarian situation in Ituri pru\;ince - Situation repor-t no. 02”7, 15 March

2025, https: / / tinyurl.com / 3cseph9b (in French); AFP, “At least 23 people killed by ADF rebels in northeastern Congo”, 1 March 2025,

hllps://linyurl4com/4sy92w39 (in French); African Security Analysts, “Wazalendo militias in Ituri shift focus to illegal mining, neglecting fight against ADF”, 7

March 2025, https: / / tinyurl.com / 4zajxnuw
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1 Ryan O’Farrell and others, “Clerics in the Congo :Understanding the Ideology of the Islamic State in Central Africa” (previously cited).
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African Union, Protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights on the Rights of Women in Africa, https://tinyurl.com/ysfomf

(accessed on 30 March 2026).
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2% Special Court for Sierra Leone (SCSL), Prosecutor v. Brima and others, Case SCSL-2004-16-A, Appeal judgment, 22 February 2008 para. 196 (first time

forced marriage was recognized by an international court as the crime against humanity of “other inhumane acts”); ICC, Prosecutor v. Dominic Ongwen, Trial

Chamber IX judgment (previously cited), paras 2748-2751 (developing the definition of forced marriage as “other inhumane act”).
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UN Treaty Collection, Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children, supplementing the United Nations

Convention against Transnational Organized Crime, https:/ /tinyurl.com / 25wamthm (accessed on 30 March 2026), “Depositary .”

LAl sl

Special Rapporteur on trafficking in persons, especially women and children, “Country visit to the Democratic Republic of the Congo 15-25 July 2025 :End of

mission statement”, 25 July 2025, https: / /tinyurl.com / 5d7ksh52, pp. 3-4 .
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See also Amnesty International, Forced Pregnancy :A Commentary on the Crime in International Criminal Law (Index :IOR 53/2711/2020), 30 June 2020,
https: / /www.amnesty.org/en /documents /ior53 /2711/2020 /en
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Amnesty International, Forced Pregnancy (previously cited), pp. 16-22.
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ICC, Prosecutor v. Dominic Ongwen, Trial Chamber IX judgment (previously cited), paras 2717-2729; and Amnesty International, Forced Pregnancy (previously
cited).
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UN News, “Humanitarians uphold commitment to support civilians in eastérn DR Congo”, 11 February 202“5, https:/ /tinyurl.com/ 5n79ujur
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Reuters, “Democratic Republic of Congo and US agree $1.2 billion strategic health partnership”, 26 February 2026, https:/ / tinyurl.com / mttuz7ph; Business

Insider Africa, “Congo says yes to $1.2 billion U.S. health deal amid Africa’s divided response to U.S. aid”, 27 February 2026, https:/ /tinyurl,com/chenjxt

*! Physicians for Human Rights, Abandoned in Crisis :The Impact of U.S. Global Health Funding Cuts in Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), 24 July 2025,
https: / /tinyurl.com /m599knt9, p. 6; UNICEF, The Hidden Scars of Conflict and Silence :Sexual Violence

Against Children in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (2022-2025), 16 December 2025, https: / /www.unicef.org /media /177741 /file, p. 15, Care, “A kit, a

clinic, a chance :For survivors of sexual violence in DRC, safety depends on dwindling supplies”, 2 December 2025, https:/ /tinyurlAcom/4xS7fzpr; UN News, “DR

Congo crisis :Funding cuts curtail assistance to victims of sexual violence”, 5 September 2025, https: / /news.un.org/en /story /2025/09 /1165782
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3 See, for example, NYU Center on International Cooperation, “Responding to violence against women and girls in the Democratic Republic of Congo :Proposals

for a people-centered system”, 25 November 2024, https: / /tinyurl.com / 3hmvp6vx; Human Rights Watch, “DR Congo :Surge in conflict-related sexual violence
— Urgent support for survivors needed after US aid cuts”, 12 January 2026, https:/ /tinyurLcum/4pvrpx4y
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37 Kivu Today, “DRC’s first lady foundation caught up in corruption scandal”, 23 September 2025, https: //1inyurl com/varV\ vsft; ”Human Rights Watch, “DR

Congo :Surge in conflict-related sexual violence — Urgent support for survivors needed after US aid cuts” (previously cited); TV5 Monde, “War in the Democratic
Republic of Congo :Where are the millions of dollars from the fund for reparations for victims of sexual violence going?”, 14 October 2025,

https: / /tinyurl.com /3v7aum5a (in French); Mines, “FONAREYV :The unmet expectations of 400,000 victims of sexual violence and war”, 27 December 2025,
https: / /tinyurl.com / 47z3wj93 (in French); Actualite.cd, “DRC :On the occasion of the 15th anniversary of the mapping project, Mukwege denounces alleged
embezzlement of reparations funds”, 1 October 2025, https: / /tinyurl.com / 4xd5ad9r (in French) .
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35 See International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR), Prosecutor v. Akayesu, Case ICTR-96-4-T, Trial Chamber judgment, 2 September 1998, para. 579;
International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia (ICTY), Prosecutor v. Kordic and Cerkez, Case IT—95—14/2—T, Trial Chamber judgment, 26 February
2001, para. 179.
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ICC, Situation in the Republic of Kenya, Case ICC—01/09, Pre-Trial Chamber II decision, 31 March 2010, para. 95 .See also ICC, Prosecutor v. Jean-Pierre
Bemba Gombo, Case ICC—01/05—01/08, Trial Chamber III judgment, 21 March 2016, para. 163.
34 ICTY, Prosecutor v. Kunarac and others, Trial Chamber II judgment, 22 February 2001, para. 429 .See also ICTY, Prosecutor v. Blaskic, Case IT-95-14-T,
Trial Chamber judgment, 3 March 2000, para. 203; and ICTR, Prosecutor v. Akayesu, Trial Chamber judgment (previously cited), para. 580.
7 ICTY, Prosecutor v. Kunarac and others, Trial Chamber II judgment (previously cited), para. 429 .See also ICTY, Prosecutor v. Tadic, 1T-94-1-T, Trial
Chamber opinion and judgment, 7 May 1997, para. 648 .
%8 UN Human Rights Council, “DRC :Attacks by ADF armed group may amount to crimes against humanity and war crimes”, 6 July 2020,
https:/ /tinyurl,com/ymusyysk
9 UNJHRO, Report on Violations of Human Rights and International Humanitarian Law by the Allied Democratic Forces Armed Group and by Members of the
Defense and Security Forces in Beni Territory, North Kivu Province and Irumu and Mambasa Territories, Ituri Province, Between 1 January 2019 and 31 January
2020, July 2020, https: / /tinyurl.com / mr3zyjhf, p. 20 .
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ICC, Prosecutor v. Dominic Ongwen, Trial Chamber IX judgment (previously cited), paras 2717-2729; and Amnesty International, Forced Pregnancy (previously
.(cited
30 oA ESLua I L) 25 G s el (gl ol oLy slaslall e 33 o 3Ny
SCSL, Prosecutor v. Brima and others, Appeal judgment (previously cited) para. 196; ICC, Prosecutor v. Dominic Ongwen, Trial Chamber IX judgment

(previously cited), paras 2748-2751.
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